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19 British 
Infantry Divisions

Cambrai marked the first large-scale, effective use 
of tanks in battle, and changed warfare forever.

    1000
 Artillary Guns

900,000 Rounds for Day 1
  5 Mounted 
Cavalry Divisions

478 TANKS
For three weeks Chinese labourers worked around the 
clock, providing most of the labour to ensure the Tank 
Corps was fully equipped and battle ready.

  Once the     
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    was released 
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      TRENCH
        the TANK 
         could then 
          cross it...
             in theory.

The Chinese Labourers’ part was indespensible. 
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     In the workshop 
     up to 70 Chinese 
     labourers were 
     responsible for 
camouflaging* British 
tanks.
* Camouflaging technique 
is for illustration only, 
we’ve no idea 
how it was 
actually 
done.
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Filling an acute shortage of skilled labour, 
2 Companies of the Chinese Labour Corps,  
1,000 men, joined the Tank Central Workshop.
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“NO LABOUR, NO FASCINES, 
NO FASCINES, NO TANK BATTLE.”         
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Cambrai: The First Great Tank Battle, 1917 - 
                              										                  AJ Smithers.
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