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Huabiao

serve as markers
of the exceptional.
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uabiao are decorative columns, the origins of which are believed to be the
wooden totem poles of ancient China. Just as totems were both decorative
and symbolic, so too are their descendants.

he term Huabiao (¥:3%) has become a generic term for all architectural

columns, however, not all stone columns are Huabiao, with different forms
of stone columns carrying different meanings. The most famous Huabiao can
be found in front of the Forbidden City in Beijing’s Tienanmen Square. It is
commonly supposed that other columns found in front of tombs or imperial
burial areas are also Huabioa. Strictly speaking, neither of these latter columns
is a Huabiao, as they serve very different purposes from those of the real thing.

In front of tombs, columns are used for commemorative purposes, and include
a panel at the top on which is inscribed an epitaph. Columns in burial areas
can be seen to differ from Huabiao in that they do not have a beast on top, but
rather a flame. These columns are there to illuminate the area for the spirits of
those travelling to the next world.

he purpose of both the commemorative and illuminative columns, their

purpose can be deduced from their apparent function. The case is not so for
the Huabiao. Nor does the name, Huabiao, on the surface, give much indication
of the purpose of the this column. The commonest meaning of £ is “China”
or as an adjective, “glorious” % means table or list. But as with any language,
meanings change over time. The Huabiao in Tiananmen Square were erected in
1421 when the Forbidden City was completed. To find their meaning we need
to look at the imperial use of the word 3% Records show that as early as the Tang
Dynasty (618-690 & 705-907) the word %% was used as an accolade meaning a
public mark of distinction which could be granted by the emperor to people, or
families,even villages, singled out for honour.

rom it’s name we can therefore understand the purpose of the Huabiao, and
why they were be placed outside such buildings as the Forbidden City, for
Huabiao can be translated as “a glorious marker of distinction”.
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In understanding the purpose
of the Huabiao we can more
fully understand its symbolism,

The Huabioo is made up of four main

_components, marked A, B, C and D on

the diagram.

The base (A) is usually a square. In
Chinese symbolism a Square represents
the earth, while heaven is rePresev&ed\
a circle, It is sometimes referred
kS as a Sumeru base - Sumeru being
the name of the central world-
mountain in Buddhist cosmology, The
panels of the Sumeru base carry bas-

relief carvings of auspicious symbols.

- The cloud board (B), represents the

sky, The stylised clouds are sometimes
re?e.rred ko as “auspicious clouds”

(# %), because the Chinese word for
cloud (yun Z) is pronounced the
same as yun (iZ) meaning “luck” or
“ortune” Its form often resembles
the auspicious shape of the lingzhi

“mushroom (khown as the immortality

Fl.omh).

The colunmin (C) can be understood

as Linking earth with the heavens,
tercing, as it does, the clouds in
he sky. Imperial Huabiao are carved

with a”winding five-clawed dragomn,
representing the Emperors role as

Linking the heaven and ecarth,

Atop the colunn siks a mythical beast
commonly believed to be’a Hou (iz)
or Denglohg () - a bype of dragon.
The role of the Hou is to express the
feelings oz?&ke people to heaven.
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Building a Huabiao in Britain as a memorial to the 96,000
volunteers of the Chinese Labour Corps will be full of
symbolic meaning as well as having historical resonance.

At the heart of the decision to allow labourers to go to the
Western Front lay the Chinese governments belief that
such a contribution to the war effort would ensure the
return of the former German concession at Qingdao, which
had been seized by Japan, Britain’s ally, at the start of the
war. News that Britain, France and the USA had decided
to allow Japan to keep the concession sparked protests in
Beijing on the 4th May, 1919, from which the May Fourth
Movement takes its name. The Huabiao in Tiananmen was
a rallying point for the demonstrators.
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May Fourth demonstrators at the
Huabiao in Tiananmen Square.
May 4th, 1919.
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The proposal is to build a Huabiao which is
9.6m in height, each centimetre representing
100 men of the Chinese Labour Corps.

We aim to have the Huabiao facing at a
45 degree angle from grid north, meaning
the Dragon’s head, and Hou will be facing
directly to Jinan, capital of Shandong
Province.

On the bas-relief carving on the Semuru
base there will be depictions as follows:

1. Selection and embarkation at Weihaiwei.
2. The journey to the Western Front.
3. The work of the Chinese Labour Corps
during the war.
4. The clean-up, Peace Conference, and
return.

These scenes will be set within the
auspicious symbols characteristic of
traditional Huabiao.

At the base of the column, there will be an
inscription in both English and Chinese, as
well as the campaign logo emblem.
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Height: 9.60m
55:9.60%
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The Cenotaph 11m
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Average two storey house 8.50m A double decker bus 4.38m
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Weight: 29 metric tons
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Published by the Chinese in Britain Forum on
behalf of the Ensuring We Remember Campaign



